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Since terminal technologies are largely affected by many factors inherent in the overall transportation scene in the particular area, I will very briefly try to give you the economic and logistic perspectives as they exist in Canada and affect the Canadian transportation system as a whole.
Canada is a small country. In terms of population, we are only about 25 million, more than two-thirds of which live in about a dozen cities spread from the Atlantic Coast to the Pacific Coast over some 5,000 miles of distance. We have only four ports that have operative container terminals, i.e., Halifax; Saint John, New Brunswick; Montreal; and Vancouver. In these ports there are only seven container terminals that handle over 50,000 TEUs.
These ports, the 10 major cities, and all container terminals are interconnected with two major railroads (except Halifax, which is served by just one railroad). Otherwise both railroads span the country from coast to coast with no interchange necessary to and from any major city or market across Canada. This extensive and uninterrupted rail system interconnecting all terminals is one of the factors that significantly influences the terminals' productivity as well as the whole intermodal transportation system in Canada. Although Canada is small, it ia very much a trading nation. Over 30 percent of our gross national product is derived from the international trade. A large portion of our production in forestry, mining, and agriculture is exported, whereas you know that Canadians are avid buyers of foreign goods as evidenced by substantial imports through our ports.
Canada has, from its beginnings, relied on the railroad to move its products from and to its ports, and it can be rightly said that the two major railroads are the backbone of Canada. These same two railroads have been instrumental in the development of Canadian intermodal transportation technology in both inland rail and port terminal interfaces, and in particular the technology
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